
The Energy Storage Industry 
in Missouri



Missouri is the leading producer of lead for batteries in 
the U.S. and among the top three states in the nation 
for battery production. Missouri also leads the Midwest 
for overall employment in energy storage and smart 
grid jobs according to the Clean Energy Trust. The state 
is home to many prestigious research centers that 
are leading the way for energy storage development, 
including applications for electric vehicles. 

Missouri Energy Storage Companies
EaglePicher Technologies (Joplin) produces an array 
of specialty energy storage technologies, including 
alternative energy storage systems for utility grid 
enhancement, as well as batteries for missiles, submu-
nitions, mines, sonobuoys, fuzes, and aerospace power 
backups. EaglePicher is the only manufacturer of nickel 
hydrogen batteries (used to power satellites) in the 
U.S. In 2016, the company celebrated the opening of its 
new Lithium Ion Center of Excellence, which will focus 
on battery systems for the aircraft market, the U.S. 
military, and the field of medicine. 

Energizer Holdings (HQ St. Louis) manufactures and 
markets a variety of battery types: lithium, alkaline, 
carbon zinc, miniature, specialty photo lithium, and 
rechargeable. 

Enersys (Kansas City and Warrensburg) manufactures 
reserve power products that are used primarily for 
backup power applications, as well as for telecom-
munications systems, uninterruptible power systems, 
specialty power, and switchgear and electrical control 
systems applications. Their products are used in 
aircraft, submarines, ships, and tactical vehicles.  The 
Warrensburg location, known as EnerSys Energy 
Products, operates as a subsidiary of EnerSys, and it is 
the largest EnerSys facility in the world. 

Exide Technologies (Kansas City) opened a new 
180,000 square-foot manufacturing facility to produce 
batteries for transportation in 2017, creating 50 jobs.

Johnson Controls (St. Joseph) recently expanded 
their facility in St. Joseph to meet increasing demand 
for Absorbent Glass Mat (AGM) batteries, adding 
more than 20 jobs and investing nearly $35 million. 
Automakers depend on AGM technology to improve 
fuel efficiency up to 5 percent in vehicles with start-stop 
systems.

NorthStar Battery (HQ Springfield) makes products for 
telecom power systems, uninterruptible power sup-
plies, and engine start applications. NorthStar recently 
signed an agreement to supply lead batteries for 
Daimler trucks, such as the Freightliner Cascadia, which 
use the ParkSmart auto start auxiliary power unit.

ZAF Energy Systems (Joplin) announced plans in 2017 
to invest $20 million at a new nickel-zinc battery plant in 
Joplin, creating 100 jobs.

Energy Storage Research in Missouri
Center for Physical and Power Electronics at the 
University of Missouri focuses on high-power electronic 
devices for defense, life sciences, environmental appli-
cations and alternative energy sources and storage. The 
Center is developing new dielectrics for energy storage 
that utilizes nanotechnology. 

Energy Research and Development Center at 
Missouri University of Science & Technology (Missouri 
S&T) researches electric energy conversion for high 
impact application in power and energy systems, next 
generation energy systems, vehicle-to-grid integration, 
hydrogen fuel cell analysis, and grid stabilization and 
storage. 

Future Renewable Electric Energy Delivery and 
Management Systems Center (FREEDM) is a col-
laborative effort between Missouri S&T and seven 
other U.S. and European universities to transform the 
nation’s power grid into a distributed system. A major 
goal is to introduce distributed energy storage devices 
and distributed grid intelligence such as plug-in hybrid 
electric vehicles and other devices. 

Missouri for Energy Storage



Missouri Center for Advanced Power Systems 
(MOCAP) is a partnership between Missouri Southern 
State University, Missouri State University-Springfield, 
University of Missouri, Missouri S&T, EaglePicher 
Technologies, the Joplin Area Chamber of Commerce, 
and the Joseph Newman Innovation Center. MOCAP is 
devoted to research and development of new battery 
and advanced power technologies and educating a new 
high-tech workforce for the future.

Solar Energy and Energy Storage at Washington 
University in St. Louis aims to become a global knowl-
edge centric consortium that promotes and enables 
vertically integrated solar energy and energy storage 
science and technology across organizations.
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Lead mining districts
Source: Missouri Department of Natural Resources

https://dnr.mo.gov/env/hwp/docs/missouri-lead-mining-districts.pdf


Steve Johnson, CEO
314-596-6084, steve@missouripartnership.com

Steve joined Missouri Partnership in early 2015, having led regional economic develop-
ment efforts in both St. Louis and Kansas City over the past 30+ years. Steve directs 
the Partnership’s marketing and business recruitment teams, working in close coop-
eration with the Missouri Department of Economic Development and the Hawthorn 
Foundation.

120 South Central Ave, Suite 1535, St. Louis, Missouri 63105 • 1501 Burlington St, Suite B-4, North Kansas City, Missouri 64116 
missouripartnership.com

Subash Alias, SVP 
314-308-1990, subash@missouripartnership.com

Subash focuses on business recruitment activities including lead generation and 
project management across multiple industry sectors, with an emphasis on aerospace 
and financial services, to bring jobs and investment to Missouri. He works primarily 
out of our St. Louis office. 

Clint O’Neal, VP of Business Recruitment 
816-489-5898, clint@missouripartnership.com

Based in our Kansas City office, Clint generates, cultivates and closes business attrac-
tion opportunities to bring jobs and capital investment to Missouri. He focuses on 
multiple industry sectors, including logistics/distribution and automotive. 

Deborah Price, VP of Business Recruitment & General Counsel
314-605-1362, deborah@missouripartnership.com

Focusing mostly in domestic markets as well as South America and Israel, Deborah is 
generating, cultivating and closing opportunities with companies across multiple in-
dustry sectors, including agtech and health innovation. As General Counsel, Deborah 
serves as the Partnership’s senior attorney responsible for advising the CEO on legal 
issues involving organizational operations, contractual and statutory compliance and 
overall risk management. She is based in our St. Louis office.

Dennis Pruitt, CEcD, VP of International Business Recruitment
314-954-0522, dennis@missouripartnership.com

Based in our St. Louis office, Dennis works across multiple industry sectors, includ-
ing energy and food solutions. He primarily targets companies in Europe, Asia, and 
Canada to bring new jobs and investment into Missouri.


